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Summary

The main objective of this doctoral thesis is to consider the analysis and promotion of the concepts of cultural
and creative cities, as well as to provide some examples of best practices that reveal their contribution to local
development. The focus is on cultural-creative cities in Romania, with special reference to those that were
included in the three editions of the European Monitor of Cultural-Creative Cities (2017, 2019, 2023), which
highlight the positive impact of these types of local communities on local development, urban regeneration
and, implicitly, on social cohesion and inclusion. Cultural and creative cities are examples of a harmonious
combination between cultural traditions, on one hand, and current innovations, on the other hand, a fact that
leads to the increase in the attractiveness of these types of communities. Cultural-creative cities have a
significant impact both on the economic dimension of development, as well as on the social and, respectively,
ecological ones, in a harmonious relationship with the environment. These types of communities significantly
contribute to local and regional development by ensuring a viable interconnection between many economic
sectors, as well as with other sectors of activity such as education, arts and other information and
communication technologies of the ITC type, which leads to the creation of a vibrant and viable ecosystem.
The cultural vibrancy of the cities is illustrated by the projects, events and cultural festivals that are organized
within them. Cultural-creative cities contribute to stimulating the local economy by attracting investments, by
generating jobs, but also by other activities, such as cultural tourism. Moreover, these cities contribute to the
promotion of social cohesion and inclusion by reducing inequalities and by improving the quality of life. Urban
regeneration is an important process specific to the contemporary development of cultural-creative cities, as
they carry out various projects regarding the preservation of cultural heritage and the revitalization of industrial
or neglected areas. In addition to these considerations, another important aspect is the attraction of talented
people, through investment in lifelong learning and through vocational training programs in the cultural and
creative fields. Over time, they have the effect of generating an attractive, vibrant environment that helps
stimulate competitiveness and innovation. Entrepreneurship and the stimulation of innovation, through the
formation of innovative hubs, but also through the development of accelerators and business incubators, can
contribute to the development of new ideas, products or services, a fact that represents another important pillar
of sustainable, resilient, inclusive economic and social development, both for the culturally creative cities and
for the local communities and regions to which they belong.

KEYWORDS: cultural-creative cities, local development, creative industries, social cohesion, talented

individuals, urban regeneration.



Table of Contents

INETOAUCLION ...ttt et h ettt s bt ettt e e at e bt eatesbe e bt eatesanenaeenee 1
1. Theoretical and Methodological Aspects Related to the Evolution and Predictable Trends for
Cultural and Creative CITIES .......eviiruieierierieeierieettete ettt ettt ettt sttt ettt e sbeetesaeesaeebeeaeenaeenee 6
1.1 Creative Cities as Vectors of Promotion and Creativity ..........cccceeeveeeciieeeiiieenieeenieeesieeevee e 6
1.2 Classification of Cultural and Creative INAUSEIIES .......ccceviiieriiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 7
1.3 The Creative City as a Creative ECONOMY .........cccviiiiiiiiiiieiiiie et see e e svee e s 10
1.4 Cultural and Creative INAUSLIIES ......ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieie et st 11
1.5 The Concentric Circles MOdEl .........oo.uiiiiiiiiiiee et 13
1.6 The Specificity of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Creative Cities .........cccveevveeeerieeereeeeree e 15
1.7 Identifying Constraints and Barriers to the Creative Development of Cities .........c.cccceveenueenne. 16
1.8 Cultural and Creative Sectors and the Promotion of Culture and Creativity in Cultural-Creative
CREIES .ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et e b e et e e sa e e et e e eht e e bt e eateea bt e eab e e bt e e abe e bt e enbe e bt e enbe e bt e enbeeneeenbeenaeeenne 18
2. Current Study on the Development of Cultural and Creative Cities Analyzed Based on the Cultural
and Creative CIties MONITOT .....eiiuiiiiieiiieiie ettt et ettt e site st e e sate e bt e sseeenbeesaneesneeens 23
2.1 General Framework for Approaching Cultural and Creative Cities Based on the Cultural and
Creative CitieS MOMITOT ...eiueiiieiietieteeie ettt ettt ettt ettt e bt et e st e e bt et e saeenbeensesseebeesbeensesnnens 23
2.2 Hypotheses, Research Questions, and Methodology ..........ccceevieiieniieiiienieeiieie e 32
2.3 Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities within the XXL CIUSter ........ccccecvveriiierieeniieieenie e 35
2.3.1 Summary Presentation of the XXL Cultural-Creative Cities Cluster ............cc.ceeuennee.e. 35
2.3.2 Presentation of the Top Five Cities in the XXL CIuster ........ccccccevvvciieeiieeeniieeeeeee, 35
2.3.3 Presentation of the Bottom Five Cities in the XXL Cluster .........ccccceeveeniiinienicnneenne. 43
2.3.4 Presentation of BUChArest .........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeete e 51
2.3.5 Interview with a Representative of the Ministry of Culture ..........cccoeevvvvciieiniienieenne, 58
2.3.6 Interview with a Representative of the Bucharest City Hall ..............cccoovieiiinnnnnne 59
2.3.7 Spearman Correlation Analysis within the XXL CIUSter .........cccccocevvueriiiinercinienennene 61
2.3.8 XXL CIuster CONCIUSIONS ......ueeruiieiieiiiieiie ettt ettt et ettt e st e e e 69
2.4 Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities within the XL CIUSter ..........ccceoveviiriieniininicniiiciienens 69
2.4.1 Presentation of the Top Five Cities in the XL CIUSer .......ccccccerviiniininiiinicniiicnieeene 70
2.4.2 Presentation of the Bottom Five Cities in the XL Cluster ...........cccoeeeeevieniieiiienieeieenee. 78
2.4.3 Spearman Correlation Analysis within the XL CIUSter ..........ccccceveriiininieniieninienieene 86
2.4.4 XL Cluster CONCIUSIONS ....eeuviriiiriieiiiieniteieeiestte ettt ettt ettt et et sieesaeeaeeanes 95
2.5 Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities within the L CIUSter .........ccccocevieniiiiniiniiienienecienne 96
2.5.1 Presentation of the Top Five Cities in the L CIUSter ..........ccceeviriiiniininienicenienccieeen 97
2.5.2 Presentation of the Bottom Five Cities in the L CluSter ........c..ccocevieviniencriicnieneeens 104
2.5.3 Presentation Of CIUj-INAPOCA .......oevuviieiiieiiiie ettt seee e tre e eaae e saeeesnvee e 112
2.5.4 Presentation Of TIMISOATA .......cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et 120
2.5.5 Presentation OF TaST ....ccueiiiiiiiiiieite ettt s 128
2.5.6 Interview with an Academic Representative ..........cceeeeveeeriieeiieeciiee e 135
2.5.7 Interview with a Healthcare Representative ...........cccoeecvveeeiiieeiiie e 136
2.5.8 Spearman Correlation Analysis within the L Cluster ...........ccccoeeveeeciieencieceiee e, 138
2.5.9 L ClUSter CONCIUSIONS ......veeiuiiiiieitiieiieniieeite ettt ettt et et e st e st et e et e sbeesaeeesaeeenee 146
2.6 Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities within the M CIUSter ..........cccccevevvvieecieeciie e, 147

2.6.1 Presentation of the Top Five Cities in the M CIUSter .........cccccoevveeiiieeiieeeieeeee e, 148



2.6.2 Presentation of the Bottom Five Cities in the M CIUSLET ....ooeeeeeemeeeeee e 155

2.6.3 Presentation Of SIDIU .......oouiiiiiiiiieiie ettt et 163

2.6.4 Presentation 0f Baia Mare .........ccc.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et 170

2.6.5 Spearman Correlation Analysis within the M CIuster ............ccceeeveeecieenceeecieeeeee. 178

2.6.6 M CIUStEr CONCIUSIONS .....ouvieniiiiiiniieiieiieeiteste ettt sttt et 186

2.7 Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities within the S CIuster ............ccoeeveeviiniiieiieniieiieeieeene 187
2.7.1 Presentation of the Top Five Cities in the S CIUSter ........c.cecvveviiiriiiiiinieeiecee e 187

2.7.2 Presentation of the Bottom Five Cities in the S CIUSter ..........cccooevieniienieninncnieneee 195

2.7.3 Spearman Correlation Analysis within the S CIUSter ............cccoeviveciienienciienieeieeee e, 202

2.7.4 S ClUStEr CONCIUSIONS .....eiutiiiiiieieiiieiiieie ettt ettt ettt et et eeaenanes 210

2.8 Nonparametric Analysis of Cultural-Creative Cities .........c.evvvierieeiieerieeieeniieeieerieeereesieeeneens 211
2.8.1 Analysis of the Correlation between the C3 Index and Its Component Indicators .......... 212

2.8.2 Analysis of the Correlation between the Indicators and Their Sub-Indicators ................ 213

3. Analysis and Study of Cultural-Creative Cities in Romania ............ccccoeevieieinienciienienieciieeins 219
4.How the COVID-19 Pandemic Affected Cultural and Creative Cities ..........ccceeveereenueeeeneeniennnene 228
4.1 National Perspective on Employment in the Cultural Industry in the EU-27........c..cccccoceeneee 229
4.2 Cities' Perspective from the Point of View of the Cultural and Creative Cities Monitor ...... 230
4.3 Supporting Cultural Organizations with Potential for Generating New Jobs ............cccceenee. 233
4.4 Measures Adopted by Cultural-Creative CItIES ..........ceveerueriererrienienieeienienieeee st 234
4.5 CONCIUSIONS ....eenieteiiietie ettt ettt et e st et e e et e et e e s it e et e e sateenbeeesbeenbeesateenseesabeesseeenseans 236
SUCONCIUSIONS ...ttt ettt et b et et s bttt a b e e bt e b e st sae e bt e st e e bt e sbeentesaee et enseeanen 238
ADPPEIIAICES ..ttt ettt ettt h ettt b ettt et s bt et et she e ae et naeen 253
List of Abbreviations and ACTONYIMS .......coueeiirtiriiriiienieeitenie ettt et see e e e e saee e 273
LISt OF FIGUIES ...ttt ettt sb et sttt e b 274
LSt OF APPENAICES ...ttt ettt et sttt ettt st b et et e b ees 279
LISt OF BOXES ettt ettt ettt et ettt e b e ettt ens 282

LLIST OF TADLES oottt ettt e e e e e e e e e e et eaeeeeeeeeaaa e aeseseeereaaneaaaseeeeenane 284



